
   52

Autisme Europe aisbl 
Rue Montoyer, 39 • B - 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel.:+32-2-675 75 05  - Fax:+32-2-675 72 70
E-mail: secretariat@autismeurope.org
Website: www.autismeurope.org

P u b l i s h e d  b y  A u t i s m - E u r o p e   A f g i f t e k a n t o o r  -  B u r e a u  d e  d é p ô t  :  B r u s s e l s  -  E d .  r e s p o n s a b l e  :  E  F r i e d e l

No 54
December 2010

English Edition

Autism - Europe

For Diversity

Against Discrimination

•  Tribute to Gilbert Huyberechts

•  ACE Project - Autism Connections    
Europe Project

•  2011 - European Year for Volunteering:   
SPOSA’s volunteers

•  The new EU Disability Strategy 2010-2020

•  Publications

•  Report on Autism-Europe 
 IX International Congress 
 «A Future for Autism»

• Exhibition : «Touches of Autism»
 Autismo Burgos

•  European Days of Autism 2010

•  Projects for inclusion
 - Deis-Cyfle!: Ireland and Wales
 - Pilot Programmes in Greece

•  Tribute to Gilbert Huyberechts

•  ACE Project - Autism Connections    
Europe Project

•  2011 - European Year for Volunteering:   
SPOSA’s volunteers

•  The new EU Disability Strategy 2010-2020

•  Publications

•  Report on Autism-Europe 
 IX International Congress 
 «A Future for Autism»

• Exhibition : «Touches of Autism»
 Autismo Burgos

•  European Days of Autism 2010

•  Projects for inclusion
 - Deis-Cyfle!: Ireland and Wales
 - Pilot Programmes in Greece



ActivitiEs  
-  Report on Autism-Europe 
 IX International Congress ...................................... 3 
-  Touches of Autism - Exhibition  .............................  5
-  European Days of Autism 2010 ............................  8

tribute to Gilbert Huyberechts .................................  9

ProjEcts For EmPloymEnt 
AnD EDucAtionAl intEGrAtion
-  Deis-Cyfle!: Ireland and Wales ............................. 12 
-  Pilot programmes in Greece ................................ 14

ProjEct
-  ACE connections Europe ....................................  16

2011 - European year of volunteering  
-  SPOSA and its cooperation 
 with young European volunteers ........................... 18

nEWs
-  The new EU Disability Strategy 2010-2020 .........  20

PublicAtion
-  The right to health care and habilitation 
 for persons with autism ...................................... 20

mEmbErs list ....................................................  22

Published with the support of the Directorate-General for Employment, 
social affairs and equal opportunities of the European Commission 
under the European Community Programme for Employment and Social 
Solidarity  PROGRESS

The information contained in this publication does not necessarily 
reflect the views or opinion of the European Commission.

Editorial Committee
Evelyne Friedel
Donata Vivanti Pagetti
Michel Favre
Aurélie Baranger 

Layout : mmteam sprl - 02/262 16 50 - Frédéric Maigret
Printing : mmteam sprl - mmteam@skynet.be 
Cover :  Illustration of Merceron Perrine, Personimages  

Autism-Europe 
Rue Montoyer 39 • B-1000 Brussels • Belgium
Tel.:+32-2-6757505
Fax:+32-2-6757270
E-mail: secretariat@autismeurope.org
Website: www.autismeurope.org

Account number :
Dexia Bank: IBAN: BE21 0682 0816 9303  /  BIC: GKCCBEBB

Reproduction of articles is permitted provided that AUTISM-EUROPE is 
acknowledged as the source, with the exception of articles with a © at 
the end of the article. Articles and information for future issues of Link 
are welcome. They should we sent to the address above.

Link est aussi publié en français. Si vous souhaitez recevoir notre revue 
en français, veuillez en avertir notre secrétariat à l’adresse ci-dessus.

Edito inDEx

Dear Friends, 

On behalf of the executive committee of Autism-Europe, we would like 
to wish you all the best to you and your families for 2011.

Although 2010 has been a successful year for Autism Europe, we 
have all been deeply saddened by the deceases of Jacques Masson, 
one of the founders of the organization in 1983, and of Gilbert 
Huyberechts, president from 1989 to 2000, who died on December 
13th in Luxembourg. 

Gilbert greatly contributed to raise awareness of Autism at the European level. He will be remembered 
as a dear friend and was and will remain a true inspiration for those who defend the rights of people with 
complex dependency needs, and in particular with ASD.  

This Link issue is dedicated to Gilbert.

The duty of Autism-Europe is to pursue their commitment. In this respect, Autism Europe’s Congress “A 
Future for Autism”, held in Catania in October, provided 1200 participants with a comprehensive picture 
of the substantial gains in knowledge during the last three years and their implications for intervention. 
A wide range of topics was discussed: from genetic features and neuro-biological findings to social and 
cognitive development, from diagnosis and classification to intervention and policies. 

Since it is essential to disseminate and give everyone access to up-to-date and evidence-based information 
on autism, we are delighted to announce that videos of presentations of the Congress are now available 
for free on internet.

The end of the year was also marked by the official ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities on 23 December by the European Union. There is a lot of work ahead for its 
full implementation, but the institutions of the European Union will now have to endorse the values of the 
Convention in all policies under their competence ensuring mainstreaming of disability: from transport 
to employment and from information and communication technologies to development cooperation. It 
also means that they have to adjust the accessibility of their own buildings, their own employment and 
communications policy.

In 2011, Autism-Europe will work towards the implementation of the UN Convention, in cooperation with 
other organizations of the disability movement, in particular the European Disability Forum. 

We will continue representing persons with ASD and raise awareness about their specific needs in 
partnership with the European institutions that have just adopted a Disability Strategy for the period 
2010-2020. We would like to thank the European Commission for its support to help Autism-Europe 
combat discrimination experienced by persons with ASD throughout Europe. Autism-Europe has been 
selected as a key EU Disability network to benefit from the PROGRESS programme for equality and anti-
discrimination 2011-2013. 

We would also like to thank all of you once again for your precious support and expertise that are key 
to Autism-Europe. Please continue sharing your experiences and good practices with us through these 
pages. You will also find in this issue the invitation to the Annual General Assembly to be held in Athens in 
April 2011. Once again a happy new year to all of you! 

Finally, 2011 is the European Year for Volunteering, and we would like to seize this opportunity to thank 
wholeheartedly all the volunteers across Europe who give their time and energy to support the cause and 
advocate for autism. 

Evelyne Friedel Aurélie Baranger
President of Autism-Europe  Director

For Diversity

Against Discrimination



The IX International Congress 
of Autism-Europe “A Future 
for Autism”, held in Catania, 
Italy, 8-10 October 2010 
provided a unique opportunity 
for updating and sharing 
knowledge on a wide range of 
issues concerning Autism, from 
genetic features and neuro-
biological findings to social and 
cognitive development, from 
diagnosis and classification to 
intervention and policies.

Some 1200 delegates, researchers, 
professionals, parents and self-advocates 
coming from everywhere in the world, 
enjoyed this unique opportunity to discuss 
with the best known scientists in the field 
of ASD their concerns and hopes for 
significant advances in terms of knowl-
edge, provisions and proper support to 
persons with ASD in the world .

18 keynote speakers, 70 selected 
speakers and 185 selected poster exhibi-
tors and other relevant personalities in 
the field of EU policies contributed to 
its success through the high quality and 
variety of their presentations, providing a 

comprehensive picture of the substantial 
gains in knowledge during the last 3 years 
and their implications for intervention. 

Progress in scientific knowledge has 
come particularly from a greater use 
of experimental designs, the application 
of eye-tracking methodology, the use of 
functional brain imaging, the ‘baby-sibling’ 
prospective studies. 

Greater gains in the fields of prevention 
and intervention can be expected in the 
years ahead. A better Future for Autism, 
persons affected and their families is 
close.

The following report, while not exhaus-
tive, summarises the more relevant 
issues which have been presented at the 
Congress.

GENETICS FINDING AND BRAIN 
DEVELOPMENT

 The “autism genome project” (AGP) on 
> 1000 patients with ASD, confirmed 
rare pathogenic gene mutations affecting 
molecules (neuroligins, neurexin and 
SHANK 3), which are involved in the 
synaptic cell adhesion, and detected new 
synaptic genes associated with ASD, 
suggesting that ASD could be the 
consequence of an alteration 
in the homeostasis of the 
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synaptic currents in specific regions of 
the brain. 
In general, the genes that have been 
reported to be associated with ASD are 
all involved in coding for neuronal organi-
zation and neuronal migration. Errors in 
these genes are likely to be responsible 
for the dysregulation of brain growth seen 
in autism in the first few years of life. 
Neural overgrowth and/or malfunctioning 
neuronal pruning are reflected in the 
increase in brain size specifically during 
preschool years , which has been demon-
strated by head circumference measure-
ments and by structural brain imaging. 
This increase seems peculiar to autism.

Though twin and family studies have been 
consistent in indicating that autism has a 
very high heritability ( circa 90%), it has 
been proved difficult to find the specific 
genes responsible for ASD. In addition to 
the likelihood of genetic  heterogeneity and 
of very small effects of individual genes, the 
explanation may lie in synergistic effects 
among genes or in gene-environment 
correlations and interactions. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RISK FATORS FOR 
ASD

The raising number of persons diagnosed 
with an ASD across the world can have 
several different reasons (enlarged 
diagnostic criteria, earlier and more exten-
sive diagnosis, trend to make a diagnosis 
which is likely to ensure more support). 
While actually the occurrence of an 
epidemic of Autism has not been proved,   
the evidence of the multi-factorial nature of 
autism spectrum disorders (ASD) means 
that some environmental factors are likely 
to be implicated in causation.

Historical studies on prenatal exposure to 
congenital rubella and phenylketonuria, as 
well as the more recent studies on prenatal 
exposures to valproic acid, thalidomide and 
pesticides, and new studies on circulating 
maternal antibodies, have suggested a risk 
association with ASD in offspring.

Abnormalities of the immune system in a 
subset of mothers of children with autism 
have been found. Circulating antibodies 
anti-foetal brain cells have been found in 
a proportion of  mothers of children with 
autism. The inoculation of these human 
antibodies in pregnant monkeys has been 
demonstrated to lead to a nonhuman 
primate model of autism in offspring.
 
Current findings related to environmental 
risk factors for autism point to pre-natal 
exposure to a range of environmental 
agents. These findings could help to 
identify byologic  diagnostic criteria and 
early prevention in a sub-population of 
children at risk of developing ASD. On the 
contrary, though all the environmental 
agents potentially enhancing the risk for 
ASD have not been identified. Maternal 
immune factors seem to be involved in 
enhancing the risk for developing autism 
in the offspring. However, restrictive diets 
or food supplements administered to 
children with ASD are unlikely to have 
some efficacy in curing ASD, as the condi-
tion develops in the pre-natal life.

Prospective longitudinal studies of very 
large samples starting during pregnancy, 
and including good biological measures, 
are needed to test the environmental 
factors exposures which are likely to 
enhance the risk of developing ASD. The 
MARBLE study is one of such investigation. 

MMR AND THIMEROSAL

Claims have been made that either the 
measles, mumps, rubella (MMR) vaccine 
or thimerosal (a mercury preservative 
used in some vaccines), or both, were 
responsible for an epidemic of autism. 
Research findings using a range of     
strategies have been consistently negative 
regarding both these possibilities.  

REGRESSION

Sibling  prospective studies found that 
86.4 percent of the infants who later 
develop autism show a clear decline in 
social communication after 12 months. 
This differs from previous reports, based 
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on which the researchers expected to 
see regression in only a small proportion 
of the children, and suggests regression 
occurs in the majority, if not all,  children 
with ASD. 
Epidemiological research suggests that 
regression is much more common in 
autism than in other developmental disor-
ders. This process is peculiar of ASD 
and  is likely to reflect some neurological 
process to be investigated in the future.

EPILEPSY

Follow-up studies have shown that autism 
is associated with epilepsy that is particu-
larly likely to have an onset in adolescence 
or early adult life. Once again, the unusual 
age of onset is peculiar to autism, and 
must have a neuropathological meaning 
to be investigated.

MENTAL RETARDATION

Family studies have shown no association 
of ASD with mental retardation in families. 
Mental retardation is currently recognised 

to be an expression of the severity of the 
core deficits of ASD, i.e. a consequence 
of autism, which is likely to be prevented 
by addressing social and communication 
symptoms. In fact, early intensive treat-
ments focusing on the core symptoms of 
autism have shown to impact intellectual 
disability in children with ASD. 

SOCIAL /COGNITIVE FUNCTIONING 

There are well replicated findings on 
impairments in ‘theory of mind’, joint atten-
tion, imitation and action understanding. 
Progress has come particularly from a 
greater use of experimental designs, the 
application of eye-tracking methodology, 
the use of functional brain imaging, and 

the ‘baby-sibling’ prospective studies. 
Studies on mirror neurons have detected 
some possible mechanism leading to 
the social deficit in ASD. Mirror neurons 
become active  both when the individual 
executes a specific motor act and when 
it observes another individual doing a 
similar act, but only if the observed motor 
act is part of a specific motor chain 
(e.g. grasping-to-eating). This mechanism 
allows the observer to understand the 
individual’s intention.

Children with autism fail to recognize 
the why of an action. This impairment, 
which is  reflected in a lower activation 
of mirror neurons, make children with 
autism to lack experiential understanding 
of others, relying in their behavior on 
external factors.

According to the E-S (Empathizing-
Systemizing) theory, autism entails below 
average empathy alongside intact or even 
superior systemizing. Empathy is the drive 
to identify another person’s mental state. 
Systemizing is the drive to analyse or 
build a system. Psychological theories can 
give rise to practical interventions, for 
example, in teaching emotion recognition 
to improve empathy. 

Recent studies suggest 2- and 4-year-old 
children with ASD to show a restricted 
scanning pattern in response to novel 
static faces, which appears to hamper 
their ability to effectively encode 
facial identity information. 
Moreover, attention to 
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key facial features appears to decline 
from 2 to 4 years, which suggests that 
face processing, might become more 
abnormal with age. This deficit has been 
shown to affect learning. A dissociation 
between sensitivity to referential cues and 
emotional cues and a causal relationship 
between difficulties in face processing and 
action understanding in this population 
have been demonstrated. 

DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA

Leo Kanner’s observations of the partic-
ular deficits in affect and social relations 
as well as the maintenance of sameness 
in a small group of children 50 years ago 
have remained the central components of 
diagnostic criteria for autism but priorities 
and additional characteristics have varied 
over the years.

DSM-V, the new forthcoming classification 
by APA (American Psychiatry Association) 
will focus on defining appropriate criteria 
across developmental, chronological and 
language levels that are easily interpret-
able by clinicians and that accurately reflect 
the similarities within the spectrum while 
differentiating it from other disorders. 

There is a consensus that the distinc-
tion between impaired social reciprocity 
and impaired communication is artificial, 
although uncertainty then arises on 
abnormal language features (such as 
pronominal reversal or delayed echolalia). 
The evidence suggests that repetitive 
stereotyped behaviours are separate; 
although uncertainty remains on whether 
there should be a split between ‘insist-
ence on sameness’ and ‘repetitive senso-
rimotor behaviours’. 

The concept of Asperger syndrome 
was useful in indicating that autism can 
develop in individuals who gain speech at a 
normal age. Nevertheless, the sub classi-
fication of autism spectrum disorders 

has proved problematic and lacking in 
adequate empirical validation. The DSM-V 
working parties have argued that it is time 
to dispense with all the sub classification 
and have just one diagnosis of autism 
spectrum disorder. 
There will need to be some means of 
identifying disintegrative disorders - not 
because we are sure that they are 
different but, rather, so that the possibility 
can be investigated. 

Both epidemiological and twin study 
findings have shown that autism extends 
well beyond the traditional highly disabling 
diagnostic concept to include a mixture of 
social and communicative impairments 
that are similar to, but milder than, those 
found in autism. These have been termed 
‘a broader phenotype’. The phenomenon 
raises the query of how the broader 
phenotype becomes transformed into 
autism. 

PRODROMAL FEATURES IN INFANCY

Many studies have shown that the 
siblings of a child with autism have a 
much increased risk of developing autism. 

Awareness that this is so has led to 
multiple international ‘baby sibling’ studies 
in which siblings are studied prospectively 
from early in life to identify and delineate 
precursors of autism. Diagnostic markers 
which differentiate children with ASD from 
their typically-developing peers during the 
first 6 months of life have been explored. 
One path toward possible early diagnosis 
of autism is to use eye-tracking studies to 
see and measure social engagement. How 
often, for example, does an infant look at 
the face of an interviewer? Some children 
have abnormalities in visual scanning in 
normal, social settings. Such studies could 
reveal vulnerabilities for autism in the 
first months of life, a year or two before 
the disease begins to become apparent. 
They might also help predict the degree 
of impairment and social disengagement 
that at-risk children can expect.

LACK OF MARKED RESPONSE TO 
MEDICATION 

Numerous studies have documented 
that psychotropic medication is of some 
value for associated problems, but autism 
stands out from almost all other psychi-
atric disorders in showing no marked 
benefits of medication on core symptoms 
(such as impaired social reciprocity 
and social communication). Why? One 
possible implication is that the basic deficit 
does not involve neurotransmitters; if not, 
what does it involve? 
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ADULT FUNCTIONING

Long-term follow-up studies have shown the varied outcomes of 
autism, with a surprisingly high proportion of individuals with a 
performance IQ in the normal range remaining severely impaired 
in their psychosocial functioning. Though the same dramatic 
effects of early treatments cannot be expected in adults, the 
demonstration of the brain plasticity and impact of learning on 
brain development strengthen the need for providing active 
support and proper services to all persons with ASD, in order to 
foster the best individual development and to prevent exclusion 
and dependency, in a rights-based perspective of ASD and regard-
less the age and severity of the affected person.

AGEING AND AUTISM

None of the studies into adult life in ASD, to date, involve individuals 
much beyond the age of 30 or 40 years. This is despite the fact 
that the percentage of adults in the general population who are 
over 60 now outstrips the proportion under 16 for the first time, 
and this is, in fact, the fastest growing age group. 
The challenges of an aging population are slowly being recognized 
by governments, but  the potential problems in relation to people 
with developmental disorders, such as autism, has hardly even 
been considered. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL TREATMENTS

Recent efficacy studies suggest that very intense, very early 
behavioural treatment can lead to ‘recovery’.
That such treatment can bring worthwhile benefits is not in doubt. 
Whether or not there is complete recovery and whether this 
recovery maintains in the long term is much less certain.
 

EVIDENCE BASED TREATMENTS 

Research findings on autism and related conditions have implica-
tions for intervention programs. Scientific evidence regarding 
behavioural, pharmacological, complementary and alternative 
treatments should inform parents and teachers decisions about 
treatments,
Scientific knowledge should be applied to intervention programmes 
which are practically helpful while remaining scientifically based.



Venue:

«The Ciminiere», Catania, 
8 to 10 October 2010 
The inauguration of the exhibition took 
place on October 8, 140 works were 
shown in the exhibition area.

Speakers at the opening ceremony 
were: 

Simona Palacios, 
President of Autism Burgos

Evelyne Friedel, 
President of Autism-Europe 

Laura Esteban, 
Professor of the Painting Workshop 
Autismo Burgos 

During the opening act the tale «The 
Silence of Camilo», by M ª Jesús Jabato, 
was also narrated, together with a projec-
tion of the illustrations of the book. It tells 
the story of a young man with autism who 
just had a brother. The book is illustrated 
by Laura Esteban. 

The awards «Artismos», were bestowed 
on artists who produced the winning 
works, according to the decision of the 
jury that met in Burgos on June 8th 2010: 

1st Prize : 
Merceron Perrine of Personimages, 
France 

2nd Prize : 
Yolanda Manrique Fundation Menela

3rd Prize : 
Mary Sacaluga of Pauta

Special mention : 
Edorta Gomez of Autismo Burgos

Price of the public  
awarded to the work of Rosa Dual of 
Gautena “Two friends”, during the Catania 
Exhibition.

The International Art Exhibition has been 
designed as an itinerant show, so other 
entities from different countries may hold it. 
This time the exhibition will be displayed in 
the Cortes de Castilla y León (Valladolid) 
from 3rd to 20th December. The exhibi-
tion will coincide with International Day of 
People with Disability (3rd December). 

From 4th to 16th January 201, the 
Exhibition will be displayed in Burgos 
(Monasterio San Juan). 

Burgos’ Stand  

Autismo Burgos had a stand during the 
conference which showed the latest publi-
cations of the Association and learned 
about the history of international exhibi-
tions and artistic expression in people with 
autism. 

The catalogue of the IV International 
Exhibition «Dialogues in Colour» was distrib-
uted. This edition was held in Oslo in 2007, 
during the previous Autism Europe´s 
Congress. 
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Yolanda Manrique, 
Fundacion Menela 

Mary Sacaluga, 
Pauta

Edorta Gomez, 
Autismo Burgos

Rosa Dual de Gautena
Prize of the Public

V international art exhibition
of people with autism 
«Touches of Autism»
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European Days of Autism: 
A future for Autism

The European Days of Autism were celebrated at the beginning of 
October 2010 together with the Autism-Europe IX International 
Congress in Catania entitled “A Future for Autism”. On that 
occasion, Autism-Europe raised awareness about the fact that 
nowadays persons with autism and their families very often lack 
the support they need to live a dignified life. As the population is 
ageing, persons with autism and their families are faced with very 
complex difficulties and a lack of adapted services. Action is there-
fore required to ensure that persons with ASD benefit from the 
same opportunities as the rest of the European citizens.
 

Autism is a significant lifelong disability, due to multiple medical 
causes, interfering with the normal development and functioning of 
the brain, identifiable in very early childhood. Autism deeply affects the 
way the person communicates and relates with his or her environ-
ment. It is characterized by a triad of symptoms: impairments in social 
interaction; impairments in communication; and restricted interests 
and repetitive behavior.

Autism can affect any family, regardless of ethnic or social class, and 
it is four times more frequent in males than in females.

There is now converging evidence that, using current diagnostic 
criteria, many more individuals, in many different countries are being 
diagnosed with Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASD). Rigorous surveys 
from North America found that about 1 in 150 8-year-old children 
in multiple areas of the United States had an ASD. Epidemiological 
studies from Europe point to a similar figure among children (0,9 per 
150, or 60 per 10.000). Autism is therefore not a rare condition. 
The Member States of the European Union and the Council of Europe 
should therefore pay a particular attention to autism considering the 
high prevalence of this disability.

At the occasion of the European Days of Autism and of AE IX 
International Congress in Catania, the objective is to raise awareness 
of the rights of persons with ASD and the necessity of providing them 
with life-long quality support services. Nowadays there is indeed a 
dramatic shortage of adapted, evidence-based services for persons 
with ASD throughout their lives.

Autism does not only affect children but also adults who often do not 
benefit from the adequate support to live an independent life. People 
with ASD, as the rest of the European population, grow older which 
implies the need to provide adapted services and care, in particular 
after their families’ death or breakdown. 

Merceron Perrine
Personimages, France  



Recent surveys led in the UK show that Adults with autism are 
often unable to access the right support, and consequently often 
become dependent on their families. 61% of adults with autism 
rely on their families for financial support, over 40% live at home 
with their parents.  Most provision for adults with ASD comes 
from families, as a matter of fact, but when family care is not 
available any more an alternative support must be provided. The 
provisions for elderly persons with ASD should not be simply a 
“parking”, but ensure them to be respected citizens and partici-
pate in community activities as anyone else.

ASD features do not necessarily improve with age, mainly if 
persons with ASD did not have access to proper education and 
habilitation programmes. On the contrary, elderly persons with 
ASD can show more complex needs in terms of health care 
and support. As a consequence, ageing of persons with ASD 
implies not only the need for a life-long qualified support, but also 
enhanced intensity of the care in their elderly age.

In contrast, many elderly persons with ASD or other complex 
dependency needs disabilities are placed in large, segregating 
institutions, as well as young adults with ASD or other complex 
dependency needs disabilities, whose families are not likely to be 
able to ensure fundamental rights to life-long, effective education, 
habilitation and inclusion. To their detriment, neither the commu-
nity nor the policy makers in many cases are ready to accept 
to support adequately long-term dependency and to provide the 
financial and professional resources needed. The issue of ageing 
of persons with ASD opens therefore a wider debate on the 
de-institutionalization process and its meaning for persons with 
ASD.

The needs of ageing people with autism are the same as those 
of other ageing people: economic, social, residential and affective, 
but aggravated by the neurological, physiological and psychological 
factors linked to their specific condition. 

Autism-Europe would like to highlight and support the recent initia-
tives of several European institutions to raise awareness about 
the challenges of an ageing population. In particular, on 8 July 
2009 the European Council’s Committee of Ministers addressed 
a recommendation on ageing and persons with disabilities to 
Member States.  It should be underlined that this recommen-
dation makes a clear distinction between “ageing people with 
disabilities” and “older people with disabilities”. The first group 
refers to people who grow old having experienced a disability for 
much of their lives, sometimes from birth. For the second group, 
disability is first experienced at a relatively advanced age.  The 
broad outlines of the Council of Europe new recommendation aim 
at promoting autonomy and an independent life of ageing people 
with disabilities ; enhancing the quality of services and ensuring 
equal access to those services. 

During the opening ceremony of AE IX International Congress, 
Evelyne Friedel, President of Autism Europe, reminded that the 
Council of Europe indicates that ageing of people with disabilities, 
particularly of those requiring more intensive support, compels 
Member States to adopt innovative approaches. This is particu-
larly relevant for persons with ASD due to their complex needs. 
On the occasion of Autism-Europe’s IX International Congress, 
she welcomed the recent innovations in the field of evidence-based 
treatments and interventions for persons with ASD. She also calls 
on Member States to take concrete actions to improve the condi-
tions of life for persons with autism - including elderly people - and 
to cooperate at European and International level to promote the 
exchange of information and best practices. 
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Tribute to 
Gilbert Huyberechts 
Autism-Europe’s President 
from 1988 to 2000

Autism-Europe was deeply saddened to learn of Gilbert 
Huyberechts’s death on 17 December in Luxembourg. We would 
like to express our sincere sympathies to the family and all Gilbert’s 
friends at this most difficult time. 

Gilbert was the President of Autism-Europe from 1988 to 2000. 
He significantly contributed to raise awareness of the condition of 
persons with complex dependency needs disabilities and unable to 
represent themselves.

Under his Presidency, Autism-Europe grew and was recognized as a 
unitary and reliable movement advocating for the rights of the most 
excluded persons with disability, by the disability movement as well as 
by the European Institutions. He actively contributed to the creation 
and strengthening of the European Disability Forum (EDF), of which 
he was the Vice-President and the Treasurer. He also took part in the 
creation of the Social Platform of Social NGOs. 

In Luxembourg, he founded one of the first examples of alternative 
community-based services to institutions in Europe for persons with 
severe autism in need of high level of support. It ensured a dignified life 
in a friendly and respectful environment for many adults with autism 
who used to live segregated in a psychiatric hospital.  

Autism-Europe Vice President and EDF Vice President Donata Vivanti 
recalls: “I met Gilbert in 1994 at a CA meeting of Autism-Europe. His 
strong commitment and sincere willingness to advance the cause of 
persons with autism convinced me to engage more and more in the 
advocacy work at European level. I learned from Gilbert everything I 
know about the respect for diversity, the pursuit of equal opportunities 
for all and the rights based approach to autism and disability. With him 
I am losing a teacher, a guide and a dear friend. I will miss him awfully, 
but he will always live in our hearts”. 

Isabel Cottinelli, member of AE CA and former vice-President considers 
that “Gilbert was the soul of Autism-Europe. I had the pleasure of 
working with him for 18 years and was a witness of his spirit of 
mission. His strength and dedication were contagious to everyone who 
was linked to the cause of the persons with Autism.”

Claude Schmit, member of AE Executive Committee and Council of
Administration, shares remembrances “Gilbert dedicated his life to 

the cause of autism. In Luxembourg, he was the first parent to lobby 
actively for autism and consequently was a founding member of 
the first association that dealt with autism. Already in 1992 when I 
met him for the first time, he spoke about his vision for our country: 
creating a parents foundation that would defend the rights of people 
with autism and initiate community based services to ensure that they 
can lead their life in dignity. Thanks to him, this vision became reality. 
He always spoke about his second vision: Autism Europe and a 
common fight of all the parents associations in Europe. His immense 
knowledge and outstanding energy were impressive.” 

Paul Tréhin, former member of AE Executive Committee and Council of 
Administration recalls that “Gilbert’s dedication to the cause of autism 
defence never failed. He had the formidable vision to bring autism 
advocacy out of the closet and made it a cause shared by all European 
organisations starting with EDF. Gilbert extended autism visibility even 
further when he got Autism-Europe directly involved in the creation of 
the European Social Platform. So now many organisations have heard 
about autism from people who were involved in autism and have now 
at least some knowledge about our fight for our children, and some 
came to realise that they too had similar problems in their hands so 
our unity would benefit all.”

Bruno Gaurier, member of EDF remembers: “He was always searching 
peace amongst people, amongst opinions, as a true democrat, in full 
respect of the floor given to every/anybody, above all those who could 
not directly speak and advocate for themselves.”

Josée van Remoortel, former President of Mental Health Europe also 
recalls “Gilbert was a quiet gentleman with an outstanding knowledge 
always listening and trying to make positive responses.
His engagement towards the disability movement will be remembered 
with great gratitude by everyone who had the chance to have known 
him.”

EDF President, Yannis Vardakastanis remembers him as a great 
friend and valuable comrade in the long struggle to build in Europe a 
strong, empowered and united disability movement: “I will never forget 
the world we built together in the working groups in 1995-96 that 
drafted the first constitution of the European Disability Forum. Gilbert, 
together with Bas Treffers, another colleague, was the one of the 
founding fathers of EDF. He will never be forgotten by his friends and 
colleagues in the disability movement all over Europe. The best way to 
honor and remember Gilbert is to continue the fight to protect and 
promote the rights of persons with disabilities and more specifically 
to increase the presence and understanding of disability, people with 
complex dependency needs within the disability movement and within 
civil society. “



The 
Deis-Cyfle!  
Project: 
Developing skills for 
employment and educa-
tional integration.
Lynn Plimley, Project manager

1. Background of partners and 
history of Project 

The Deis-Cyfle! (‘opportunity’ translated into 
Gaelic and Cymraeg) Project - Developing 
Skills for Employment and Educational 
Integration - focuses on individuals 
with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). 
Against a backdrop of rising incidence in 
the diagnosed cases of ASD world-wide 
(1:100, Baird et al. 2006), there has been 
a large demand in awareness and skills 
training for a wide variety of practitioners 
and other groups. The medical diagnosis 
of ASD is assessed upon the presence 
of significant impairments in these three 
areas: 

• Communication
•  Social Interaction 
•  Flexibility of thought and behaviour 

These impairments are often accompa-
nied by reported differences in the way in 
which sensory information is processed. 

Evidence of these three impairments 
(Triad of Impairments) needs to have been 
present in the early developing child before 
the age of 3 years for a diagnosis to be 
made by a multi-disciplinary team. Not all 
individuals with ASD are assessed in early 
childhood and a diagnosis can be made 
at any stage throughout the lifespan. The 
nature and manifestation of the lifelong 
condition of ASD can challenge services 
and practitioners to examine their profes-
sional practices and belief systems. 

Many individuals with ASD can be, and 
have been, highly successful in their 
chosen careers and live independently in 
their own communities. Other people with 
ASD may not grow up to lead completely 
independent lives and there exists a paucity 
of services world-wide to enable them to 
reach their potential. It is recognised that a 
variety of support structures and planned 
opportunities need to be established in 
order for individuals with ASD to achieve 
their potential post school. However, levels 
of understanding and awareness about 
the condition of ASD amongst typical 
post school providers (careers, higher 
and further education; leisure services 
and employers) are often minimal and 
post school providers are often misin-
formed. The Project’s main activities are 
constructed around improving this in 
a geographical area prescribed by the 
European Regional Development Fund.
Autism Cymru as the lead partner has built 
up a strategic and political profile since its 
creation in 2001. 

The Irish Society for Autism has built up a 
portfolio of services for people with ASD 
and has worked to serve parents and 
families of people on the spectrum since 
1963. 

It has developed a strong and experienced 
workforce in services for adults with ASD 
for over 25 years, and its model of service 
provision has been successfully replicated 
throughout other countries in Europe. 
Autism Cymru possesses an expertise 
in developing and offering training to a 
wide range of practitioners nationally. The 
partnership between the 2 charities will 
build upon the strong foundation of the 5 
years of Welsh experience of running ‘the 
Inclusive schools and ASD Whole School 
Research and Training Project’. Over 400 
schools have been trained via this package 
by Autism Cymru. 

The aim of this cross border partnership 
project between 2 national charities for 
ASD will be to develop a raft of training 
and self evaluation mechanisms that can 
form a basis for improving/increasing 
employability of people with ASD. The 
co-operation between the partners will 
bring together their complementary skills 
of training, knowledge and practice exper-
tise to enhance the secondary school 
experiences of many with ASD and aim for 
an achievable educational and employment 
future for them. 

The synergy of professional expertise, 
knowledge, experience and understanding 
of both partners during the 3 year lifespan 
of the Project will extend to further develop 
tiered training opportunities for practi-
tioners working with young people and 
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adults with ASD. This, in turn, will positively 
impact upon the secondary school experi-
ence of youngsters with ASD, enable them 
to make realistic life choices and continue on 
into post school education and employment 
routes. 

2. European Regional Development 
Funding 

Both charities submitted a proposal 
for joint funding from the Ireland Wales 
Programme 2007 - 2013 (INTERREG IV 
A), with a commitment to matched in kind 
funding, in September 2008. The INTERREG 
programme seeks to develop cross border 
cooperation in the region of economic, social 
and technological issues and to: 

•  Contribute to its greater competitiveness 
and sustainable development

•  Improve its overall economic, environ-
mental and social well-being

• Achieve a more cohesive, balanced and 
sustainable development of the Ireland 
Wales cooperation area, and thus 
contribute to the overall competitiveness 
of the Community territory in a globalised 
world’ - (www.irelandwales.ie) 

With the objectives based on the Lisbon 
agenda (2000), the INTERREG programme 
also seeks to:

•  Develop the knowledge, research & devel-
opment/innovation and entrepreneurial 
base of the cross border region’s economy 
with a view to boosting the region’s growth 
and competitiveness

•  Enhance the capacity of the cross border 
region by providing targeted interventions 
to develop the skills and abilities of the 
population and the workforce, with a view to 
providing greater levels of employment, and 
to foster competitiveness. 

This is broken down into two separate but 
allied themes: 

•  Theme 1 - Innovation and competitiveness;
• Theme 2 - Skills for competitiveness and 

employment integration. 

The Deis Cyfle! Project fulfils the second of 
these themes by being based on the develop-

ment of close cross-border collaborations 
and partnerships with a range of statutory 
and independent sector agencies and with 
stakeholder engagement. It aims to establish 
an innovative approach to the acquisition of 
knowledge and skills needed to ensure that 
the several thousand people with ASD living 
in the defined Project areas are provided 
with the best grounding and opportunities to 
enter the employment market. 
Separately or working together, both chari-
ties would be unable to fulfil these objectives 
within the constraints of their budgets and 
other funding. By submitting the proposal to 
the INTERREG programme, with cautious but 
achievable aims and based upon the success 
of an established training programme, the 
partners were seeking to extend the scope 
and effectiveness of awareness raising 
materials. The rigour of the INTERREG appli-
cation process helped to focus and develop 
ideas and will enable us to meet our yearly 
targets. The access to the support of the 
dedicated Wales European Funding Office 
and South Eastern Regional Authority staff 
will also ensure that we keep up with the 
documentation and paper trails that are a 
necessity to securing European funding. The 
funding will enable both partners to work in 
new ways and form a cohesive Wales-Ireland 
approach to developing the knowledge, 
skills and expertise of potential post school 
providers, thus ensuring a wider range of 
employment, leisure and study opportunities 
for individuals with ASD. 

3. The Project aims

The Deis Cyfle! Project will build upon the 
highly successful bi-lingual training package 
that Autism Cymru has been running in 
local authorities since 2005. Deis Cyfle! 
intends to extend the scope and relevance 
of these materials to include the issues 
that commonly arise in secondary schools, 
work experience provision, careers, leisure, 
employment and further and higher educa-
tion establishments. 
Between 2009 and 2012, the Project aims 
to increase employability and provide greater 
opportunities for school leavers with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) by providing a 
greater knowledge and understanding of 
Autism. This will be achieved, through the 
collaboration of The Irish Society for Autism 

and Autism Cymru, by developing relevant 
3-day training packages and self evalua-
tion tools. Bespoke training materials will 
be developed for delivery to a range of 
practitioners and the training will be accred-
ited by University of Wales, Newport. These 
materials will be tailored for secondary 
teachers, leisure and higher/further educa-
tion providers and employers of people with 
ASD. Ultimately, the project will enable individ-
uals with ASD to achieve their potential in the 
world of jobs, leisure and education.

4. Typical difficulties of those with 
ASD in later school years and 
entering adulthood 

Young people with ASD will have some differ-
ences from their peers and some of these 
differences will often persist through their 
lives. For instance, issues concerning: 

•  Eating 
•  Sleeping 
•  Changes and transitions 
• Understanding what is needed in social 

situations 
• Making choices 
•  Having a repertoire of socially appropriate 

behaviours 
• Understanding verbal and non-verbal 

communications 
•  Developing friendships with others 
• Dealing with anxiety and stress 

may feature, to a greater or lesser extent, for 
their lifetime. Sensory differences can also 
accompany ASD and young people with ASD 
may experience sensory stimulation (smell, 
touch, taste, hearing, sight and whole body 
sensations) as overwhelming, particularly at 
times of stress. 
Children entering a new secondary school 
may take a long time to adjust to the many 
changes that the new setting has, compared 
to their primary school. Secondary schools 
tend to be much larger and deal with a larger 
population of people, not just pupils but also 
staff groups. They are accommodated in 
large buildings and their timetables will be 
different, with the expectation that pupils 
will be organised and able to navigate their 
way around. Hence, transition to 
a new school will need planning 
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and preparation and this is a pattern 
that may need repeating for subsequent 
changes, such as residential trips; outings; 
examinations; vocational subjects involving 
practical activities and also for physical 
development during adolescence and 
puberty. The whole process of physically 
maturing with accompanying hormonal 
changes will often be a trying time for 
young people with ASD (and their families 
and teachers). 
The outcome of a secondary school life 
will involve young people with ASD making 
choices of subjects for examinations/
accreditation; anticipating a life beyond 
that of school and what they want to 
do; choosing a future path – college; 
university; employment; a varied lifestyle, 
including leisure pursuits; a major transi-
tion in leaving school and more expecta-
tions of independence. 
An understanding of the nature and extent 
of these differences is going to impact 
upon everyone who comes into contact 
with the young person with ASD. The 
development of this knowledge and under-
standing will be critical to the whole school 
staff and subject specialist teachers, the 
local community service providers (trans-
port, sports centres, youth clubs, youth 
organisations, shops, churches, libraries, 
and cinemas/theatres), careers advisers, 
potential employers and staff of colleges 
and universities, to ensure that the young 
people with ASD have the same opportuni-
ties as their peers. . 

5. Activities and tasks of Project 
completed in first year 

For our first year (May 2009- April 2010), 
we have been focussed on our consultation, 
training and awareness raising in secondary 
schools in Gwynedd and Ynys Môn in Wales 
and Dublin in Ireland. 
In Ireland, several training seminars were 
attended around the country, for example 
at the National University of Ireland, where 
discussions concentrated on transitioning 
students with special educational needs. 
In Wales, authority representatives, 
parents, support agencies, teachers, health 
and social services received an open invita-
tion to a free ASD information and aware-
ness raising seminar which took place in 
Caernarfon at the end of November 2009. 
The Project was publicised in Ireland via 
attendance at some key events to distribute 
information and Deis Cyfle! leaflets. 
During February and March 2010, three 
free one day training sessions (2 in North 
Wales and 1 in Dublin) were organised for 
those who work directly with supporting 
young people with ASD in secondary schools 
and other provisions. 
Feedback from these events (see later) will 
help to refine and develop more relevant 
training packages for this particular target 
audience, which will then be trialled afresh 
during the second year of the Project. 
Both charities have been collecting and 
assembling data which will help pinpoint 
where young people with ASD are placed 

and yield information on their likely routes 
post school, as well as what their local 
opportunities for education/employment 
are. 

These Project activities will be repeated 
each year of the three years in different 
geographical areas and over time will also 
include leisure and careers professionals, 
potential employers and employment 
schemes, as well as colleges of further 
education and universities. 
The Project has also been officially launched 
at the European Public Information Centre, 
Dublin in March 2010 and at the Welsh 
Assembly Government Senedd in May 
2010. 

INTERREG is a European Commission 
initiative financed by the ERDF 
(European Regional Development 
Fund).

The aim of this programme is to 
strengthen economic and social 
cohesion in the European Union 
through cross-border (part A), transna-
tional (part B) and interregional cooper-
ation (part C).

Currently we are in the fourth program-
ming period called INTERREG IV. It 
covers the period 2007-2013.
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Implementation of Pilot Programs
for the Social Integration and 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
of Students with Autism 
in Greece (2006-2008)

This article will present a short report of a Pilot Project funded 
by the European Community and the Greek Ministry of Education, 
Continuing Education and Religious Affairs (EPEAEK II, Measure 1.1. 
“Improvement of Integration Contexts in the Educational System for 
Persons with Special Needs”, Category of Acts 1.1.1 “Upgrading 
and Expansion of the Education for Persons with Disability”, Act 114 
“Education of Persons with Disability”).  

The social integration and vocational rehabilitation of persons 
with special educational needs in Greece has followed a slow and 
fragmentary course, due to lack of legislation and appropriate 
educational support. Specifically, it has been only a decade since 
persons with autism spectrum disorders (ASD) have been identi-
fied as separate category of students with special educational 
needs being eligible for special education support within the general 
education system (Public Law 2817/2000). This pilot Project 
was initiated with the aim to serve the purpose of investigating the 
prerequisites, positive outcomes and obstacles of social integration 
and vocational rehabilitation for students with ASD. 

Aims of the Project
This Pilot Project had dual purpose: a) the implementation of 
programs for the social integration of students with ASD, attending 
special schools into mainstream education, and b) the development 
of transition programs for adolescents with ASD to vocational 
settings in the community. 



Professionals Participants
Four groups of professionals (n= 92) from three cities (Thessaloniki, 
Serres, Volos) in the North and Central Region of Greece participated 
in this Project:
•  23 special education teachers, 2 psychologists, 5 paraprofessionals 

from elementary special education units
•  14 general education teachers
• 32 special education teachers, 5 psychologists and 1 paraprofes-

sional from secondary special education units, and 
•  10 employers. 

Persons with ASD and typical development
The following groups of children/adolescents took part: 

a -  21 children with ASD were attending elementary special schools 
b -  14 adolescents with ASD were attending pre-vocational education  

 units, and 
c -  318 typically developing children (2nd to 6th grade) came from   

 15 classes in seven general education public schools. 

Schools and work sites
All participants were recruited from and transitioned to: 

•  6 special education schools
•  7 general education schools
•  3 secondary units for pre-vocational training for persons with special 

needs
•  1 technical special education unit, and 
•  10 work sites (i.e. candle factory, sweet factory, ceramic workshop, 

supermarket, gardening centre, piggery, weaving workshop)

Team of Consultants 
•  4 faculty members with expertise on special education, 
 inclusion and IT
•  4 elementary special education teachers 
•  2 secondary special education teachers
•  1 psychologist
•  1 psycho-educational therapist, and  

Consultant on Structured Teaching: Dr Steve Love, Clinical Director of 
the Asheville TEACCH Center, NC, US. 

Methodology
The Pilot Project included the following phases: 

Phase 1: Initial training of participants and initial assessment

30 hrs of initial in-service training of all professionals, paraprofessionals 
and employees by the team of Consultants. This training was in group 
format (n=30) and took place within the units of participants. Trainees 
attended lectures and were given training material on current educa-

tional practices for implementing inclusion for students with ASD and 
transition to work sites.  

Autism Awareness Program for students in general education, which 
included video presentation, Understanding Friends (Faherty, C.), the 
6th Sense (Gray, 2002) and book reading (three storybooks on autism 
were written for Grades 1-6). 

Formal assessment instruments for students with ASD: a) Psycho-
educational assessment (using Psychoeducational Profile-3) and 
b) assessment of pre-vocational skills (using TEACCH Transition 
Assessment Profile). Besides, thorough informal assessment was 
applied for developing IEPs for all participants with ASD. 

Phase 2 (September 2007– June 2008): Implementation of the pilot 
integration programs

In this stage all teaching staff was supported through in-site training, 
which enabled them to apply primarily the Structured Teaching 
approach as well as other empirically validated educational approaches 
for school integration and transition to vocational settings. In the 
context of school integration, teachers and other staff developed 
educational material for students with ASD and their typically devel-
oping peers. All educational activities (n= 165) were implemented 
within the Flexible Time Zone (Evelikti Zoni), which is part of the National 
Curriculum and allows thematic instruction, group work and experien-
tial learning. For the transition to vocational sites, teachers and other 
staff in secondary special education developed 48 visually structured 
activities/tasks (see photos). All educational activities and tasks can 
be downloaded from the website of the Project (http://www.sed.uth.
gr/autism). 

Evaluation of the project
Trainees reported that curriculum adaptations and structuring of 
work sites/tasks were made feasible through the constructive in-site 
training they received from the team of Consultants. Besides, teachers 
and students in general education considered useful the autism aware-
ness program for the typical peers before the integration of students 
with ASD. Overall, this project has initiated the systematic implementa-
tion of school integration and transition to vocational sites following 
TEACCH principles in Greece through the successful collaboration 
of special education teachers, paraprofessionals, general education 
teachers and employers for the benefit of students with ASD. 
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ACE 
Autism 
Connections 
Europe
Autism Connections Europe consor-
tium’s objective is to provide adults 
(18 years old and more) with autism 
spectrum disorder with the opportunity 
to enhance their communication and 
social skills, participate in online commu-
nities, travel to other countires (Slovenia, 
Italy, Great Britain and Estonia) and 
become active citizens by presenting 
and enforcing their rights.
  
The 2nd international ACE project confer-
ence on autism took place in Sicily.
 
The main topic of the conference was 
the usability of online social networks for 
persons with autism spectrum conditions.

Between October 8 and 11 2010, 
Catania, Sicily, hosted the IXth Autism 
Europe International Congress. Autism 

Europe is also a partner of the interna-
tional Autism Connections Europe (ACE) 
project and therefore the Congress also 
encompassed the second international 
ACE project conference. The conference 
included the presention of the most recent 
global research on autism and hosted top 
experts in the field of autism studies. Ami 
Klin from Yale Child Study Center and 
Patricia Howlin from St. George’s Hospital 
Medical School of London also presented 
their work and engaged in a fruitful debate 
with the ACE project participants. 
 
The ACE project seminar was entitled  
‘Using online social networks as a tool for 
developing social skills of persons with 
autistic spectrum disorder (ASD)’. The 
ACE project was presented by Vesna 
Melanšek, president of Center for autism 
Slovenia and Janja Kranjc, psycholo-
gist in the Center for autism Slovenia 
and head of the ACE project. Marianne 
Kuzemtshenko presented a talk regarding 
the Estonian Autism Society and its role 
in the project while Liuba Lacoblev intro-
duced the Romanian organisation to the 
audience. John Lawson, senior lecturer in 
psychology at Oxford Brooke’s University, 
presented the current course of research 
in the ACE project scope. One partici-

pant with Asperger from Romania also 
presented the project and the various 
activities, with an entertaining presenta-
tion. Maddalene Fiordelli form University in 
Lugano spoke of the topical findings of the 
research in  use on Facebook and its influ-
ence on communications skills of persons 
with ASD. Participants with ASD also 
shared their opinion on the ACE project. 
As well as taking part in  this session of the 
conference the participants shared impor-
tant experiences, engaged with Sicilian 
culture, visited Mount Etna and engaged in 
a variety of other social activities. 
 
The conference concluded with an open 
discussion between the ACE participants 
and two experts in the field of autism 
studies; Ami Klin and Patricia Howlin. Ami 
Klin is a researcher of ASD and Asperger 
syndrome and a professor of children 
psychology and psychiatry at Yale Child 
Study Center. He published five books and 
many articles from the field of his research 
and received numerous awards for his 
work. Patricia Howlin is a researcher 
at St. George’s Hospital Medical School 
of London and has presented her work 
in numerous books studying autism and 
Asperger syndrome at children.
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Autism Connections 
Europe – 
a participant’s
experience

Mircea-Valer Pauca, 
Romania (36 years, Asperger 
Syndrome)
 
On Oct. 8th-10th, 2010, in Catania, Italy 
has taken place the 2nd of the 4 planned 
international meetings of the participants 
of ACE Project (Autism Connections 
Europe). This meeting was planned as part 
of the 9th Congress of Autism Europe.
Young adults on the Autism spectrum 
from Slovenia (4), Estonia (6), Romania 
(4) and Britain (2) travelled together 
with parent activists, organizers, support 
specialists from their countries to meet 
together, exchange experiences and prove 
ways to improve social communication, 
from electronic means to face-to-face – 
the stated aim of the ACE project.

The focus was on the sub-conference 
dedicated to the ACE project, on Oct. 9th. 
Lead researchers John Lawson (Oxford, 
UK) and Maddalena Fiordelli (Lugano, 
Switzerland) presented the design of the 
research that happens within the ACE 
project. Starting from the importance of 
friendship in human beings, they proposed 
the social network service Facebook to 
start communication, followed by face-to-
face meetings, as well as detailed question-
naires and measures to track changes in 
social communication and general well-
being of participants. Parents’ leaders 
from each country also presented the 
structures, efforts and achievements of 
their national autism organizations.

I presented my personal perspective on 
the ACE Project so far, especially from the 
previous meeting in Ljubljana, Slovenia. I felt 
it first most as a complex test of practical 
living skills, initiative and the capacity to 

adapt to changing environments. 
Our limited executive functions 
are rarely used as thoroughly in 
our simplified, partly supported 
lives - like ‘military maneuvers’ test 
armies better than basic training. 
I considered such peak efforts as 
‘happy emergencies’ and warned 
of fatigue and confusion that 
surely follow.

For the meetings planned for 
2011 (Oxford, UK and Tartu, 
Estonia) I consider worthwhile to 
take into account more realisti-
cally our practical capacities by 
less ‘tight’ scheduling of activi-
ties, more flexible possibilities 
to pursue special interests and 
research activities, more struc-
tured small group interaction, 
more time to rest and less of the 
frustrating ‘hurry then wait collec-
tively’, which have been unavoid-
able so far. I would have been 
most interested to attend several 
of the scientific presentations in 
the main Autism Europe congress 
- unfortunately other activities 
planned for us overlapped in time 
and space. Other participants 
were likely less interested.

Facebook was useful to prepare 
and reduce initial anxiety of 
not-knowing, but the required diary 
was felt as a chore to many of 
us, needing repeated ‘prompting’ 
from organizers.

Tourism and the special interests 
of each of us are major motiva-
tors. The following day we were 
all glad to visit the unique Etna 
volcano and Lava museum.
Social communication was indeed 
improved in our group, also 
noticeably the usable knowledge 
of English needed as common 
medium for such a diverse 
European group. Such meetings give extra 
motivation for everyone to improve!

ACE participants during a debate with Ami Klin and 
Patricia Howlin

ACE participants  with Ami Klin and Patricia Howlin



2011
The European Year 
of Volunteering 

2011 is the European Year of 
Volunteering which aims at highlighting 
the achievements of volunteers in 
Europe and their positive impact on 
society. More information about the 
European Year and its related activities 
can be found on the website: http://
europa.eu/volunteering/en/home2

SPOSA and its cooperation 
with young European volun-
teers 

It was pretty warm and sunny when 
we arrived in Slovakia in the beginning 
of September. We are Anja, Joanna 
and Hugo : three volunteers of the 
EVS-Program of the European Union

We decided to work for 12 months in an 
organisation in Bratislava called „Society 
for the Help of People with Autism” 
(S.P.O.S.A.). This organisation supports 
autistic children and their families.

When we arrived we had little informa-
tion about this country and the tasks we 
were to perform with autistic children 
but we had a lot of enthusiasm. We 
have been working for two months within 
S.P.O.S.A. now, but we are still making 
new experiences every day while working 
with children. You can never predict how a 
child will behave. We find it very interesting 
to discover the diversity of the Autistic 
Spectrum and to see how children with 
autism react in specific situations and how 
each child is very different from another, 
even in a small group.
Our task in S.P.O.S.A. is to propose and 
elaborate therapies and activities to teach 
autistic children how to act in ordinary 
life. These activities are for example 
cooking, ironing, washing and cleaning 
but also language and music classes, art 
and game therapies and sewing courses. 
These therapies begin normally between 
14.00 and 15.00, after school. The rest 
of the time, we are working on public 
relations, we help update the association’s 
webpage and organise special events 
like the “Dragonfly Weekend” in October, 
aimed for the children and their families, 
and “St Nicolas” in December. 

Here is a short introduction of each of 
us, our motivation to work with autistic 
children and what we have experienced 
in S.P.O.S.A.

Joanna (28, from Poland) –  I have been 
travelling in Central Europe for three years 
now and I chose this project in Bratislava 
because I found it was a good opportunity 

to make something meaningful – working 
in an interesting organisation. Why do 
I thing that my voluntary work is inter-
esting? First of all because our main 
interest is to teach children with autism. 
Here we can let aside new technologies, 
forget our hectic lifestyle and everyday 
routine in order to concentrate on what 
is really important: having good relations 
with other people, reflect about what is 
important in life and contribute to change 
someone else’s life. 

Anja (26, from Germany) –I finished my 
studies as a teacher this year in Germany. 
Before starting to work in a school I 
took the chance to spend several months 
abroad within the framework of an EVS 
project in order to make new experiences 
such as working with autistic children. 
At the beginning I just knew that autism is 
a disability, but nothing about its different 
symptoms. So it’s very interesting for me 
to see how the children behave and act 
differently, although they all have the same 
diagnosis. Autism is not well known in the 
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The EU Disability Strategy 
2010-2020: empowering 
persons with disabilities 
in Europe

On 15 November, Viviane Reding – EU Commissioner for Justice, 
Fundamental Rights and Citizenship - announced the adoption of a 
10 year strategy which promotes equal opportunities for people 
with disabilities. 

The new Disability Strategy 2010-2020 is designed to be the 
instrument of the EU to promote empowerment of people with 
disability. It is a key document especially since the Council’s 
adoption of the decision for the conclusion of the UN Convention 
of the Rights of persons with disabilities (UNCRPD). The UNCRPD 
is a legally-binding international instrument to which the EU and 
its Member States are parties. It will soon apply throughout the 
EU. The UN Convention requires States Parties to protect and 
safeguard all human rights and fundamental freedoms of persons 
with disabilities. 

The Strategy outlines how the EU and national governments can 
empower people with disabilities so they can enjoy their rights. It 
focuses especially on removing all obstacles and making all goods 
and services accessible, to create, according to Viviane Reding, “a 
truly barrier-free Europe for persons with disabilities by 2020”. The 
Commission has identified eight main areas for action: Accessibility, 
Participation, Equality, Employment, Education and training, Social 
protection, Health, and External Action.

This Strategy identifies actions at EU level to supplement national 
ones, and it determines the mechanisms needed to implement 
the UN Convention at EU level, including inside the EU institutions. 
It also identifies the support needed for funding, research, aware-
ness-raising, statistics and data collection.

Specific measures over the next decade range from the mutual 
recognition of national disability cards, the promotion of standardisa-
tion to a more targeted use of public procurement and state aid rules.

Here is a short review of the areas of action:

1 - Accessibility initiative: considering how to use standardisa-
tion, public procurement or state aid rules to make all goods and 
services accessible to people with disabilities while fostering an EU 
market for assistive devices (“European Accessibility 
Act”);

society. S.P.O.S.A.’s work consisting in taking care of autistic 
children and supporting their parents is therefore all the more 
important. And I hope to contribute usefully to this work.

Hugo (21, from France) – I left France after a few years at 
university because I had the feeling that these studies were not 
useful for my life. I choose the EVS to discover another European 
country and to come out of my routine. In France I worked with 
children and I found out that I liked this kind of work. I took the 

chance to work with 
autistic children 
because I wanted 
to find out if I could 
also handle the work 
with children with 
disability. I hope that 
this experience will 
give me a perspec-
tive for my future 
and help me develop 
myself. I’m very glad 
that I can work with 
people from other 
countries. 

We do hope to make 
good work here in 
Slovakia and to be 
a valuable support 
for S.P.O.S.A. and 
especially for the 
children and their 

parents. We are glad to have seized this opportunity and are 
looking forward to the next coming months.

What is a European Voluntary Service project?

The European Voluntary Service (EVS) was set up and is still 
supported by the European Commission. It enables young 
people (aged between 18 and 30) to carry out voluntary 
service for up to 12 months in a country other than their 
country of residence. It fosters solidarity among young 
people and is a true ‘learning service’. Beyond benefiting local 
communities, volunteers learn new skills and languages and 
discover other cultures. 
An EVS project can focus on a variety of themes and areas 
of intervention, such as culture, youth, sports, social care, 
cultural heritage, arts, civil protection, environment, develop-
ment cooperation, etc.
For more information, please visit the following webpage:  
http://ec.europa.eu/youth/youth-in-action-programme/
doc82_en.htm 
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2 - Participation: making sure that persons with disabilities and 
their families exercise their EU citizenship rights on an equal 
footing, for example through the mutual recognition of disability 
cards and related entitlements. 

The European Commission also expressed the commitment to 
promote the transition from institutional to community-based 
care by using Structural Funds and the Rural Development Fund 
to support the development of community-based services and 
raising awareness of the situation of people with disabilities living 
in residential institutions, in particular children and elderly people.  
EU action will support national activities to reach this objective, 
including use of Structural Funds and the Rural Development Fund 
for training human resources and adapting social infrastructure, 
developing personal assistance funding schemes, promoting 
sound working conditions for professional carers and support for 
families and informal carers.

3 - Equality: this will involve using existing EU legislation to provide 
protection from discrimination, and implementing an active policy 
to combat discrimination and promote equal opportunities in EU 
policies. The Commission will also pay attention to the cumulative 
impact of discrimination that people with disabilities may experi-
ence on other grounds, such as nationality, age, race or ethnicity, 
sex, religion or belief, or sexual orientation.

4 - Employment: the Commission intends to improve knowledge 
of the employment situation of women and men with disabilities, 
identify challenges and propose remedies. It will pay particular 
attention to young people with disabilities in their transition from 
education to employment. It will address intra-job mobility on the 
open labour market and in sheltered workshops, through informa-
tion exchange and mutual learning. 

EU action will support and supplement national efforts to: analyse 
the labour market situation of people with disabilities; fight those 
disability benefit cultures and traps that discourage them from 
entering the labour market; help their integration in the labour 
market making use of the European Social Fund (ESF); develop 
active labour market policies; make workplaces more acces-
sible; develop services for job placement, support structures and 
on-the-jobtraining; promote use of the General Block Exemption 
Regulation16 which allows the granting of state aid without prior 
notification to the Commission.

5 - Education and training: Access to mainstream education for 
children with severe disabilities is difficult and sometimes segre-
gated. People with disabilities, in particular children, need to be 
integrated appropriately into the general education system and 
provided with individual support in the best interest of the child. 
With full respect for the responsibility of the Member States for 
the content of teaching and the organisation of education systems, 
the Commission will support the goal of inclusive, quality education 
and training under the Youth on the Move initiative. It will increase 
knowledge on levels of education and opportunities for people with 
disabilities, and increase their mobility by facilitating participation 
in the Lifelong Learning Programme. 

EU action will support national efforts through ET 2020, the 
strategic framework for European cooperation in education and 

training, to remove legal and organisational barriers for people 
with disabilities to general education and lifelong learning systems; 
provide timely support for inclusive education and personalised 
learning, and early identification of special needs; provide adequate 
training and support for professionals working at all levels of 
education and report on participation rates and outcomes.

6 - Social protection: In full respect of the competence of 
the Member States, the EU will support national measures to 
ensure the quality and sustainability of social protection systems 
for people with disabilities, notably through policy exchange and 
mutual learning.

7 - Health: The Commission will support policy developments for 
equal access to healthcare, including quality health and rehabilita-
tion services designed for people with disabilities. It will pay specific 
attention to people with disabilities when implementing policies to 
tackle health inequalities. 

EU action will support national measures to deliver accessible, 
non-discriminatory health services and facilities; promote aware-
ness of disabilities in medical schools and in curricula for health-
care professionals; provide adequate rehabilitation services; 
promote mental health services and the development of early 
intervention and needs assessment services.

8 - External action: Promote the rights of people with disabilities 
within the EU external action, including the enlargement process 
and development programmes.

Autism-Europe warmly welcomes the range of objectives and 
actions set out in this strategy that can truly benefit to persons 
with Autism across Europe.  We therefore intend to actively take 
part in its implementation.

Autism-Europe would also like to support the European Disability 
Forum’s call for further improvements of the Strategy. For compli-
ance with the UNCRPD, we consider that a transversal revision 
of the European legislation would be necessary, and not only the 
review of the EU employment legislation. We would also like to 
emphasize the importance of the full participation of DPOs in the 
decision-making processes concerning issues relating to persons 
with disabilities. In that regard, the creation a State of the Union 
on disability could be a valuable instrument. The proposal is to 
hold a high-level meeting every two years with the President of 
the European Council, the President of the European Parliament, 
the President of the European Commission and the disability 
movement. It will examine the progress that has been made on 
the rights of persons with disabilities on an inter-institutional level. 
So far, President of the European Parliament, Jerzy Buzek, and the 
President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy , have 
expressed their support for this initiative. 

For further information about the EU disability strategy, please 
see: http://ec.europa.eu/news/justice/101115_en.htm
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  Publication

The Right to Healthcare and 
Habilitation for Persons with 
ASD  
A toolkit for parents, self-advocates 
and advocacy organisations 

This toolkit develops the previous documents of Autism–Europe 
on health issues, including the Position Papers “Autism and 
Health (2003) and “ A Rights-based, Evidence-based Approach 
to Autism Spectrum Disorders”, adopted by Autism-Europe, the 
European Society for Child and Adolescent Psychiatry – ESCAP 
- and the International Association of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry and Allied Professions – IACAPAP - at the VIII 
International Congress of Autism-Europe, Oslo, 2007, in the 
light of the new perspective to healthcare and rehabilitation 
enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (2007).

The present document is not intended to advise on how quality 
health and habilitation services for persons with ASD can be 
developed. It can, however, provide some ideas that can be useful 
to anyone wishing to advocate for the right to healthcare and 
habilitation of persons with Autism Spectrum Disorders, as well as 
to provide parents with some information that can help them to 
get the best possible care for their children with ASD.
Chapters 1 to 3 recall the main features of ASD, their conse-
quences in the field of healthcare and habilitation and why the 
promotion of the rights to healthcare and habilitation are key 
issues for persons with ASD. 

Chapter 4 takes you through the main legal instruments dealing 
with the right to healthcare at European and International level. 

Chapter 4 then goes on 
to the right to healthcare 
and habilitation as stated 
in the UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons 
with disabilities. 
Chapter 5 analyses 
why and how health-
care should be consid-
ered a policy issue and 
discusses the role and 
the responsibilities of 

families and advocacy 
organisations in developing policy actions in the field of 

best healthcare and habilitation.

Chapter 6 explains why the evidence-based approach is a key 
element of the right to health and habilitation of persons with ASD, 
and provides some suggestions aimed to help them and their 
parents in their choice of reliable intervention. 

The toolkit has three annexes. The first reports case studies 
ensuing from the concrete experiences of the members of 
Autism-Europe in the field of healthcare provision and services.  
The second lists quality indicators of services for persons 
with ASD that were drafted by the members of the Council of 
Administration of Autism-Europe in 2007. The third is the strategy 
drafted by the Hungarian Association for People with Autism 
(AOSZ). The 5-years Strategy for Autism was commissioned by 
the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour and drafted by experts 
as a recommendation under the supervision of the Hungarian 
Autistic Society. The Strategy aims to improve care for persons 
with ASD notably by developing specific services for persons with 
ASD and improving diagnosis, as well as access to education 
(including training for adults). One of the objectives is also to train 
staff to care for persons with ASD and to provide support for 
families. Another target is to develop employment opportunities 
for persons with ASD.
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MEMBERS ASSOCIATIONS

FULL MEMBERS 
(national associations of people with 
autism and parents)

AllEmAGnE
Autismus Deutschland
Bebelallee, 141
D - 22297 HAMBOURG
Tél : + 49.40.511.56.04
Fax : + 49.40.511.08.13
E-mail : info@autismus.de
Site Internet : www.autismus.de 

ArmEniE
Autism Overcoming 
Yerevan, Armenia 
9 Arshakuniats St., 
Tél : +374 91 41 59 83
        +374 91 73 90 12
E-mails :  mark-as@mail.ru; gabililit@
yahoo.com

bElGiQuE
A.P.E.P.A.
Rue de l’Aurore 98
B-5100 Jambes
Tél : + 32-81-74.43.50
Fax : + 32-81-74.43.50
E-mail : apepa@skynet.be
Site Internet : www.ulg.ac.be/apepa 

V.V.A.
Groot Begijnhof 14
B - 9040 GENT
Tél : + 32.78.152.252
Fax : + 32.9.218.83.83
E-mail : vva@autismevlaanderen.be
Site Internet : www.autismevlaanderen.
be 

cHyPrE
C.A.A.P.
P.O. Box 56149
3304 LIMASSOL
Tél: + 357.25.343.461/2
Fax: + 357.25.343.446
Email: autisticassociation@cytanet.
com.cy
Site Internet : www.autism-society-
cyprus.org

croAtiE
S.H.P.A.C.
Dvorniciceva 6
10000 ZAGREB
Tél : + 385.1.46.83.867
Fax : + 385.1.46.83.867

EsPAGnE
A.P.N.A.B.I.
C/.Antonio Guezala, lonjas 1 y 2
E - 48015 BILBAO
Tél : + 34.94.475.57.04
Fax : + 34.94.476.29.92
E-mail : autism@apnabi.org

APNA-ESPANA
C/Navaleno, 9
E - 28033 MADRID
Tél : +34.91.766.22.22
Fax : +34.91.767.00.38
E-mail : international@apna.es
Site Internet : www.apna.es 

AUTISMO BURGOS
C/ Valdenunez, 8
E - 09001 BURGOS
Tél : + 34.947.46.12.43
Fax : + 34.947.46.12.45
E-mail : autismoburgos@autismo-
burgos.org
Site Internet : www.autismoburgos.org

AUTISMO-ESPANA
C/ Eloy Gonzalo 34 1°
E - 28010 MADRID
Tél : + 34.91.591.34.09
Fax : + 34.91.594.18.31
E-mail : confederacion@autismo.org.es
Site Internet : www.autismo.org.es

F.E.S.P.A.U.

C/Navaleno, 9
E - 28033 MADRID
Tél : + 34.91.766.22.22/72.65
Fax : + 34.91.767.00.38
E-mail : autistas@fespau.es
Site Internet : www.fespau.es

FUNDACION MENELA
c/o M. Jimenez Casas  Avda Marqués 
de Alcedo, 19
E - 36203 VIGO - PONTEVEDRA
Tél : + 34.986.42.34.33
Fax : + 34.986.48.34.06
E-mail : cjimenez@menela.org
Site Internet : www.menela.org

FUNDACION “Mas Casadevall” (FMCA)
Apartat de Correus 172
E-17820 Banyoles (El Pla de l’Estany-
Girona)
Tél : +34.972.57.33.13
Fax : +34.972.58.17.12
E-mail : casadevall@mascasadevall.com
Site Internet : www.mascasadevall.com 

GAUTENA
P.O. Box 1000
E - 20080 SAN SEBASTIAN
Tél : + 34.943.21.53.44
Fax : + 34.943.21.52.39
E-mail : gautena@sarenet.es
Site Internet : www.gautena .org

FinlAnDE
F.A.A.A.S.
Kaupintie 16 B
FI  - 00440  HELSINKI
Tél : + 358.9.77.42.770
Fax : + 358.9.77.42.77.10
E-mail : etunimi.sukunimi@autismiliitto.
fi
Site Internet : www.autismiliitto.fi 

FrAncE
A.F.A.A.-Pro Aid Autisme
19, Rue de Martyrs
F - 75009 PARIS
Tél : + 33.1.45.41.52.93
Fax : + 33.1.45.41.52.93
E-mail : proaidautisme@free.fr
Site Web : www.proaidautisme.org

AUTISME FRANCE
Lot 110-111 Voie K 
460 avenue de la Quiera
F-06370 Mouans Sartoux
Tél : + 33.4.93.46.01.77
Fax : + 33.4.93.46.01.14
E-mail : autisme.france@wanadoo.fr
Site Internet : www.autismefrance.org 

SESAME AUTISME
53, rue Clisson
F - 75013 PARIS
Tél : + 33.1.44.24.50.00
Fax : + 33.1.536.12.563
E-mail : sesaut@free.fr
Site Internet : www.sesame-autisme.
com 

GrEcE
E.L.P.I.D.A.
Prof.M. Antoniadou, Univ. Of Thes.
Oreokastro  P.O.Box. 48
GR - THESSALONIKI CP 57013 PR 48
Tél : + 30.2310.697.614
Fax : + 30.2310.696.460
Email : espoir@the.forthnet.gr

G.S.P.A.P.
c/o Prof. C. Alexiou, Univ.of Thes.
2, Athenas Street
GR - 10551 ATHENES
Tél : + 30.210.321.6550
Fax : + 30.210.321.6549
E-mail : gspap@internet.gr

HonGriE
Hungarian Autistic Society
Fejér György u. 10. I./23.
1053 Budapest
Tél : +36-1-354 1073    
Fax : +36- 1- 302.01.94.

Email : info@esoember.hu
petri.gabor@gmail.com

irlAnDE
I.S.A.
16/17 Lower. O’Connell Street
IRL - 1 DUBLIN
Tél : + 353.1.874.46.84
Fax : + 353.1.874.42.24
E-mail : autism@isa.iol.ie
Site internet : www.autism.ie

itAliE
AUTISMO ITALIA
Via Pinaroli 3
20135 Milano 
Tél : + 39. 02 54.10.74.99
Fax : +39 02 700 537 540
E-mail : info@autismoitalia.org
Site Internet : www.autismoitalia.org

A.N.G.S.A.
Via Casal Bruciato 13
I - 00159 ROMA
Tél : + 39.06.43.58.76.66
Fax: + 39.081.807.13.68
E-mail : angsanaz@tin.it
Site Internet : www.angsaonlus.org

luxEmbourG
APPAAL
Mme Leisen-Glesener
16 Grand Rue
L-9905 Trois Vierges
Tél : +352-621-637.975                   
E-mail : sylvie.leisen-glesener@
ec.europa.eu
Site Internet : www.appaal.lu

Fondation Autisme Luxembourg
31, Duerefstrooss, 
L-9766 Munshausen 
Tél : +352-269.11.11
Fax :+352-269.10.957
Email : fond.autisme.lux@pt.lu
Site Internet : www.fal.lu

norvEGE
A.I.N.
Postboks 6726 Etterstad
N - 0609 OSLO
Tél : + 47- 23 05 45 70
Fax : + 47- 23 05 45 61/51
E-mail : post@autismeforeningen.no
Site Internet : www.autismeforeningen.
no 

PAys-bAs
N.V.A.
Prof. Bronkhorstlaan 10
NL - 3723 MB BILTHOVEN
Tél : + 31.30.229.98.00
Fax : + 31.30.266.23.00
E-mail : info@autisme.nl
Site Internet : www.autisme.nl 

PortuGAl
Federacao Portuguesa de Autismo
Rua José Luis Garcia Rodrigues 
Bairro Alto da Ajuda 
P-1300-565  Lisboa
Tél : + 351.21.361.6250
Fax : + 351.21.361.6259
E-mail : federacao@appda-lisboa.org.pt
Site Internet : www.appda-lisboa.org.
pt/federacao

rEPubliQuE tcHEQuE
APLA
Čechy Asociace pomáhající lidem s 
autismem, o.s.
Dolanská 23, 161 00 Praha 6 - Liboc 
Tel : +420 606 729 672
E-mail : apla@apla.cz
Site internet : http://www.praha.apla.cz/
  www.autismus.cz

roumAniE
AUTISM ROMANIA
O.P. 22 C.P. 225
RO-BUCAREST
E-mail : office@autismromania.ro, 
president@autismromania.ro

Site Internet : www.autismromania.ro

royAumE-uni
N.A.S.
393 City Road
UK - LONDON EC1V 1NG
Tél : + 44.20.7833.2299
Fax : + 44.20.7833.9666
E-mail : nas@nas.org.uk
Site Internet : www.nas.org.uk 

The Scottish Society for Autism
Hilton House, Alloa Business Park  
Whins Road
UK - ALLOA FK10 3SA - SCOTLAND
Tél : + 44.1.259.72.00.44
Fax : + 44.1.259.72.00.51
E-mail : ssac@autism-in-scotland.org.uk
Site Internet : www.autism-in-scotland.
org.uk 

sErbiE
ASSOCIATION SERBE DE L’AUTISME 
Gundulicev venac Street, 40
11 000 Belgrade, Serbie
Tél/Fax : +381 11 3391-051
E-mail : autizamsrbija@sbb.rs
Site Internet : www.autizam.org.rs

slovAQuiE
S.P.O.S.A.
Namestie 1.maja 1.
POBOX 89
810 00 SK- BRATISLAVA 1
Phone + 421  915  703 708
E-mail : sposa@changenet.sk
Site Internet : www.sposa.sk

slovEniE
CENTER DRUSTVO ZA AVTIZEM
Lavriceva 5
SL-2000 MARIBOR
Tél : +386 31 470 187
E-mail : info@avtizem.org
Site Internet : www.avtizem.org

suEDE
AUTISM- OCH ASPERGERFÖRBUNDET 
Bellmansgatan 30
S- 118 47 STOCKHOLM
Tél : +46 8 702 05 80
Fax : + 46.86.44.02.88
E-mail : info@autism.se
Site Internet : www.autism.se 

suissE
AUTISME SUISSE
Bernstrasse 176
CH – 3052 ZOLLIKOFEN
Tél : + 41.31 911 91 09
E-mail : sekretariat@autism.ch
Site Internet : www.autismesuisse.ch

turQuiE
TODEV
Ressam Salih Ermez cad. Molla sk. 
No:6
81060 GÖZTEPE / KADIKÖY  
ISTANBUL
Tél : + 90.216.565.45.35
Fax : + 90.216.565.45.46
E-mail : info@todev.org
Site Internet : www.todev.org 

AFFILIATED 
MEMBERS  
(regional associations of people with 
autism and parents)

croAtiE
A.C.A.P.
c/o Mrs Lidija Penko
Senjskih uskoka 1
51000 RIJEKA
Tél : + 385.51.551.344
Fax : + 385.51.551.355
E-mail : lidijap@gzr.hr
Site Internet : www.autizam-ri.hr



EsPAGnE
AUTISMO GALICIA
Rua Home Santo de Bonaval no 74-bajo
E - 15703 SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA
Tél: + 34.981.589.365
Fa : + 34.981.589.344
E-mail : info@autismogalicia.org
Site Internet : www.autismogalicia.org 

APNA-GRANADA
Paseo de Ronda, 96-2 , C
E - 18004 GRANADA
Tél : + 34.95.826.17.90
Fax : + 34.95.825.02.04

FUNDACIO CONGOST AUTISME
Ronda del Carril 75
08530 - La Garriga - Barcelona - Spain
Tél : +34-93-871.47.57
Fax : +34-93-871.48.02
E-mail : congostautisme@autisme.com
Site Internet : www.autisme.com

NUEVO HORIZONTE
Avda de la Communidad de Madrid, s/n
E - 28230 LAS ROZAS DE MADRID
Tél : + 34.91.637.74.55
Fax : + 34.91.637.77.62
E-mail : asociacion@nuevohorizonte.es
Site Internet : www.nuevohorizonte.es

FUNDACION “Mas Casadevall” (FMCA)
Apartat de Correus 172
E-17820 Banyoles (El Pla de l’Estany-
Girona)
Tel : +34.972.57.33.13
Fax : +34.972.58.17.12
E-mail : casadevall@mascasadevall.com
Website : www.mascasadevall.com

EstoniE
E.A.S.
Rahu 8
EST - TARTU 50112
Tél : + 372.7.487.992
E-mail : autism.eesti@mail.ee

FrAncE
ABRI MONTAGNARD
F - 64490 OSSE EN ASPE
Tél : + 33.5.59.34.70.51
Fax : + 33.5.59.34.53.21
E-mail : ritathomassin@neuf.fr

AUTISME EVEIL
179, Rue des Narcisses
F - 74330 EPAGNY
Tél : + 33.4.50.51.11.50
Fax : + 33.4.50.68.18.99
E-mail : autisme74@wanadoo.fr
Site Internet : www.autisme74.com 

AUTISME POITOU-CHARENTES
Monsieur Jean Marie Baudoin 
23, rue Noir 
79000 Niort  
Tél : + 33.549.24.14.87 
E-mail : fbas@lundbeck.com

A.T.G.D.P.A. - AUTISME 64
Mairie d’Arraute
F-64120 ARRAUTE-CHARITTE
Tél : + 33.5.59.65.40.14

DIALOGUE AUTISME 
BP 248
45162 Olivet Cedex
Tél : +33 02 38 66 34 75 
Fax : +33 02 38 66 34 75
E-mail : dialogue-autisme@voilà.fr

HonGriE
MÁS FOGYATÉKOS GYERMEKEKÉRT 
ALAPÍTVANY
Móri út 16
H-8000  Székesfehér vár
E-mail : autismhungary@gmail.com
Site internet : www.autizmus.org

itAliE
FONDAZIONE CLARA FABIETTI
via Spartaco, 30
I - 20135 MILANO

Tél : + 39 02 5412 7248
E-mail : fondazioneFabietti@tin.it

ANGSA-LOMBARDIA onlus
Viale Lunigiana 40
I-20125 Milano
Tél : + 39-02-67.49.30.33
Fax : + 39-02-67.38.73.33
E-mail : segreteria@angsalombardia.it
Site Internet : www.angsalombardia.it 

PortuGAl
A.P.P.D.A.-Lisboa
Rua José Luis Garcia Rodrigues
Bairro Alto da Ajuda
P - 1300-565 LISBOA
Tél : + 351.21.361.6250
Fax : + 351.21.361.6259
E-mail : info@appda-lisboa.org.pt 
Site Internet : www.appda-lisboa.org.pt   

royAumE-uni
AUTISM INITIATIVES
7, Chesterfield Road, Merseyside
UK - L23 9XL LIVERPOOL
Tél : + 44.1.51.330.95.00
Fax : + 44.1.51.330.95.01
E-mail : ces@autisminitiatives.org 
Site Internet : www.autisminitiatives.org 

SPECTRUM
Sterling Court, Truro Hill, Penryn, 
Falmouth
UK - TR10 8AR CORNWALL
Tél : + 44.1.326.371.000
Fax : + 44.1.326.371.099
E-mail : mail@spectrumasd.org  
Site Internet : www.spectrumasd.org 

AUTISM ANGLIA
Century House – Riverside Office Center
North Station Road, Colchester 
UK-C01 1RE Essex
UNITED KINGDOM
Tél : +44 (0) 12 06 577678
Fax : + 44 (0) 1206 578581
Email : info@autism-anglia.org.uk 
Site Internet : www.autism-anglia.org.uk 

E.S.P.A.
6-7 The Cloisters
Tyne & Wear
UK - SUNDERLAND SR2 7BD
Tél : + 44.1.91.510.2412
Fax : + 44.1.91.563.7711

H.A.S.
1634 Parkway, Solent Business Park, 
Whiteley, Fareham
UK-HAMPSHIRE PO15 7AH
Tél : +44.1489.880.881
Fax : + 44.1489.880.890
E-mail : info@has.org.uk 
Site Internet : www.has.org.uk 

AUTISM  N.I. (PAPA)
Donard, Knockbracken Healthcare Park, 
Saintfield Road
UK - BELFAST BT8 8BH
Tél : + 44.28.9040.1729
Fax : + 44.28.9040.3467
E-mail : info@autismni.org 
Site Internet : www.autismni.org   

AUTISM. WEST MIDLANDS 
18 Highfield Road,
Edgbaston, Birminghan
UK - B15 3 DU
Tél : + 44.121.450 7575
Fax : + 44.121.450 7581
Site Internet : www.autismwestmid-
lands.org.uk 
E-mail : info@autismwestmidlands.
org.uk 

suissE
AUTISME SUISSE ROMANDE
Autisme Suisse Romande
av. de la Chablière 4
CH - 1004 Lausanne
Tél. +41 21 646 56 15
E-mail : info@autisme.ch
Site internet : www.autisme.ch

ASSOCIATED  
MEMBERS 
FrAncE
ASSOCIATION LES LISERONS
78, Grande Rue Saint-Laurent-d’Agny
F - 69440 MORNANT
Tél : +33.4.78.48.38.90 
Fax : +33.4.78.48.71.97

E.D.I. FORMATION
21, Avenue Cévoule
F- 06220 GOLFE JUAN
Tél : + 33.4.93.45.53.18    
Fax : + 33.4.93.69.90.47
E-mail : ediformation@wanadoo.fr
Site Internet : www.autisme-formation.
net 

U.N.A.P.E.I.
15, Rue Coysevox
F - 75876 PARIS Cedex 18
Tél : + 33.1.44.85.50.50
Fax : + 33.1.44.85.50.60
E-mail : public@unapei.org
Site Internet : www.unapei.org 

HonGriE
A.F.R.G.
Delejutca 24-26,    Mailbox:1480
H - 1089 BUDAPEST
Tél : + 36.1.210.43.64
Fax : + 36.1.314.28.59
E-mail : abalazs@autizmus.hu

islAnDE
Umsjonarfelag einhverfra
Haaleitisbraut 11-13
IS - 108 Reykjavik
Tél : +354 562 1590
E-mail : einhverf@vortex.is
Site Internet : www.einhverfa.is

itAliE
A.P.A.M.A.
c/o P.A.M.A.P.I. Scuola ‘Amerigo 
Vespucci’
Via Bolognese, 238
I - 50139 FIRENZE
Tél : + 39.05.54.00.594
Fax : + 39.05.54.00.594
E-mail : m.tomassoni@libero.it

A.P.R.I.
C/o ANFFAS Via Rasi, 14
I - 40127 BOLOGNA
Tél : + 39.051.24.45.95
Fax : +39.05.124.95.72
E-mail : hanau.carlo@gmail.com

mAroc
A.P.A.E.I.
Rue 9 Avril - Maârif
CASABLANCA
Tel : + 212.(0)5 22.25.81.43
Fax : + 212.(0)5 22.25.57.11
E-mail : Ass_apaei@hotmail.fr

PoloGnE
N.S.A.
ul. Montwilla 2
71-601 Szczecin
E-Mail : biuro@kta.krakow.pl

COMMUNITY OF HOPE FOUNDATION
Ul. Krakusów 1A/43
30-092 Kraków
Tél :+48.12.413.06.69
Fax : +48.12.413.29.01
E-mail :biuro@farma.org.pl

FONDATION SYNAPSIS 
Ul. Ondraszka 3
02-085 Warsawa
Tél/fax : +48.22.825.77.57
E-mail : fundacja@synapsis.waw.pl
Site Internet : www.synapsis.waw.pl

rEPubliQuE DE mAcEDoinE
Macedonian Scientific Society for Autism 
(MSSA)
Institute of Special Education and 

Rehabilitation,
Faculty of Phylosophi Bull. Krste 
Misirkov b.b.
1000 Skopje 
République de Macédoine
Tél : +389-2-3116-520 (Ext.234)
Fax : +389-2-3118-143
E-mail : vladotra@fzf.ukim.edu.mk

rEPubliQuE tcHEQuE
AUTISTIK CLUB
c/o Miroslava Jelinkova 
Kyselova 1189/24
182 00 PRAGUE 8
Tél : + 420.605.400.865
E-mail : autistik@volny.cz

uKrAinE
AUTISM SOCIETY OF UKRAINE
30, New Mill Road, Thougsbridge (near 
Holmfirth)
UK - WEST YORKSHIRE HD7 2SH
Tél : + 44.1.484.681.471
E-mail : olgabogdashina@aol.com



INVITATION 

TO AUTISM-EUROPE ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Athens – Greece I April 16th, 2011

In accordance with the statutes of our organization, we are pleased to invite you to attend the Autism 
Europe Annual General Assembly, which will take place in Athens, on Saturday April 16th, 2011, in the 
afternoon, from 14.00-17.30: 

• Presentation of the executive committee report
• Presentation of the Activity Report: 2010 
•  Presentation of the financial report:  2010
• Presentation of the Work Programme 2011

All the working documents related to the General Assembly will be e-mailed later to the registered 
participants.

Gala Dinner: Saturday April 16th, 2011 – 20h00
Please note that the AE Council of Administration meeting will also take place, in the morning, on 
Saturday April 16th and Sunday April 17th, 2011.  

For more information, please contact Autism-Europe secretariat: 
secretariat@autismeurope.org.


